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The Gospel  

Martin Luther wrote, “The notion must be given up that 

there are four gospels and only four evangelists… “Gospel” 

is a Greek word and means in Greek a good message, good 

tidings, good news, a good report, which one sings and tells 

with gladness… The gospel, then, is nothing but the 

preaching about Christ, Son of God and of David, true God 

and man, who by his death and resurrection has overcome 

for us the sin, death, and hell of all men who believe in him… 

See to it, therefore, that you do not make a Moses out of 

Christ, or a book of laws and doctrines out of the gospel, as has been done heretofore and 

as certain prefaces put it, even those of St. Jerome. For the gospel does not expressly demand 

works of our own by which we become righteous and are saved; indeed it condemns such 

works. Rather the gospel demands faith in Christ: that he has overcome for us sin, death, and 

hell, and thus gives us righteousness, life, and salvation not through our works, but through 

his own works, death, and suffering, in order that we may avail ourselves of his death and 

victory as though we had done it ourselves.” 

The Gospel According to Mark 

His Hebrew name was John and his Latin name Mark. We find him referred to in Scripture 

for the first time in Acts 12:12: “[Peter] went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also 

called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying.” He was a young man from 

the early Jerusalem congregation and cousin of Barnabas. Mark accompanied Paul and 

Barnabas for the first part of their first missionary journey. However, he deserted Paul and 

Barnabas at Perga in Pamphylia and returned to Jerusalem. This incident went on to cause a 

sharp disagreement between Paul and Barnabas when Barnabas wanted to bring John Mark 

along on the second missionary journey. The result was that Barnabas took John Mark while 

Paul took Silas. By the end of Paul’s life, Mark had regained Paul’s favor. He was also a close 

associate with the Apostle Peter. Because of this, people tend to think of Mark’s gospel as 

Peter’s sermon on Jesus. For more information on John Mark, see Acts 12:25; 13:5, 13; 15:36-

39; Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11; Philemon 24; and 1 Peter 5:13. 
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Because the evangelists wished to emphasize 

different points for different audiences, they 

narrated the details of Jesus’ ministry differently, 

arranging the material according to their 

purposes and not always with meticulous 

attention to chronology. Mark, the shortest of 

the gospels, deals in greater detail with our 

Lord’s acts than with his sayings. Mark, as author, 

quotes the Old Testament rarely. He wrote for an 

audience who had indeed heard the gospel 

message but was not intimately acquainted with 

the Old Testament. His was undoubtedly a 

predominantly gentile readership, for he makes 

it a point to translate all Aramaic expressions and 

to explain Hebrew customs, something that 

would not have been necessary had the majority 

of his readers grown up in the synagogue. That 

he also uses numerous Latin words and 

expressions suggests his first readers 

undoubtedly were Romans or were from Italy. 

Mark is a book of action that rapidly proceeds from one incident to another. It pictures our 

Lord’s active ministry as he helps men and women in their distress and then in his passion 

carries out God’s good and gracious will to save us. Jesus is a man among men, but at the 

same time, Mark’s narrative opens our eyes to see that this man is at the same time the very 

Son of God, the Savior of mankind. We see that Mark’s gospel is very practical. It helped the 

church of his day and helps the church of today to answer mankind’s questions about sin 

and salvation, about Christ and Christian living. 

When was his book written?  

Mark was written around 50-60 A.D. (20-25 years after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and 

ascension), and may have been the first gospel account written. 

Where was his book written?  

According to tradition, the Gospel of Mark was written in Rome, Italy with the guidance of 

the Apostle Peter.  
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To whom was his book written?  

The evidence points to the church at Rome or at least to Gentile readers. Mark explains Jewish 

customs (7:2–4; 15:42), translates Aramaic words (3:17; 5:41; 7:11, 34; 15:22) and seems to 

have a special interest in persecution and martyrdom (8:34–38; 13:9–13) - subjects of special 

concern to Roman believers. A Roman destination would explain the almost immediate 

acceptance of this Gospel and its rapid dissemination. 

Why was his book written?  

Since Mark’s Gospel is traditionally associated with Rome, it may have been occasioned by 

the persecutions of the Roman church in the period c. A.D. 64–67. The famous fire of Rome 

in 64 - probably set by Nero himself but blamed on Christians - resulted in widespread 

persecution. Even martyrdom was not unknown among Roman believers. Mark may be 

writing to prepare his readers for this suffering by placing before them the life of our Lord. 

There are many references, both explicit and veiled, to suffering and discipleship throughout 

his Gospel (see 1:12–13; 3:22, 30; 8:34–38; 10:30, 33–34, 45; 13:8, 11–13). 

 

 



5 | P a g e  

 

Outline of Mark 

Mark’s Gospel is a simple, succinct, unadorned, yet vivid account of Jesus’ ministry, 

emphasizing more what Jesus did than what he said. Mark moves quickly from one episode 

in Jesus’ life and ministry to another, often using the adverb “immediately.” The book as a 

whole is characterized as “The beginning of the gospel” (1:1). The life, death and resurrection 

of Christ comprise the “beginning,” of which the apostolic preaching in Acts is the 

continuation. 

The Gospel About Jesus Christ, the Son of God 

 I. Prologue (1:1–13) 

A. Title (1:1) 

B. Jesus’ credentials (1:2–13) 

 II. Jesus revealed as the Christ, the Son of God, in his ministry in Galilee and the 

regions beyond (1:14–8:30) 

A. Jesus’ early Galilean ministry (1:14–3:6) 

1. Jesus begins his ministry in Galilee (1:14–45) 

2. Jesus faces growing opposition (2:1–3:6) 

B. Jesus’ later Galilean ministry (3:7–6:6) 

C. Jesus’ ministry in Galilee and the regions beyond draws to a close (6:6–8:30) 

 III. Jesus revealed as the Christ, the Son of God, in his suffering, death, and 

resurrection (8:31–16:20) 

A. Jesus’ final days in Galilee (8:31–9:50) 

B. Jesus on the way to Jerusalem (10:1–52) 

C. Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem (11:1–14:11) 

D. Maundy Thursday (14:12–72) 

E. Good Friday (15:1–47) 

F. The resurrection and ascension of Jesus (16:1–20) 
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Note – OT References 
Old Testament quotes in Mark 

are rare. This combination of 

Malachi 3:1 & Isaiah 40:3 shows 

John was a messenger of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1:1-13 The Beginning of the Gospel about Jesus Christ 

Take a brief look at Matthew 1, Luke 1, and John 1. What similarities and what differences 

do you see in the opening chapters of each of the Gospel accounts?  

 

 

 

What is this baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins? (c.f. verse 5b) Contrast that 

with Acts 19:1-7. What is John’s whole ministry about? (c.f. verses 7-8) 

 

 

Note – John & Elijah 
John is the prophesied Elijah who 

is to come. He is not Elijah 

“reincarnated.” C.f. 2 Kings 1:8; 

Malachi 4:5; Luke 1:13-17; 

Matthew 11:7-14; Mark 6:14-16; 

9:12-13; John 1:19-23. 
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Note - Synagogues 
Since synagogues had no resident 

ordained ministers, the rulers of 

the synagogue would invite some 

rabbi (teacher) or scribe present to 

teach the lessons. 

What are Jesus’ credentials in this first section? What do 

they show about him?  

 

 

 

1:14-1:45 The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry 

Is Jesus’ preaching any different than John’s? (verses 

14-15) 

 

 

What might be the connection between John’s 

imprisonment, Jesus’ preaching, and the call of the first 

four disciples? Why is it appropriate to call them 

“fishers of men”? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“When the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue.” (verse 21) Mark will tell you many 

more times when Jesus went into the synagogue to worship. Luke records that it was his 

custom. If the Son of God makes a point of going to church and worshiping with people 

every week, what does this truth impress upon us?  

Note - Kingdom of God 
The kingdom of God is his rule in 

our hearts by faith – a kingdom of 

grace, love, and power. 

Note - Repent 
This is a complete turn around of 

one’s mind, recognizing the 

severity of our sin which separates 

us from God but also trusting in 

God’s forgiveness to restore us. 
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What was so “amazing” about Jesus’ teaching? (verse 22) 

 

 

 

 

Teachers of the Law 

Scribes, or teachers of the law, in ancient Israel were learned men whose business was to study 

the Law (God’s Word, The Old Testament, or, sometimes more specifically, the first five books 

written by Moses), transcribe it, and write commentaries on it. They were also hired on occasions 

when the need for a written document arose or when an interpretation of a legal point was 

needed. Ezra, “a teacher well versed in the Law of Moses,” was a scribe (Ezra 7:6). 

The scribes took their job of preserving Scripture very seriously; they would copy and recopy the 

Bible meticulously, even counting letters and spaces to ensure each copy was correct. We can 

thank the Jewish scribes for preserving the Old Testament portion of our Bibles. 

Jews became increasingly known as “the people of the Book” because of their faithful study of 

Scripture, particularly the Law and how it should be followed. In the New Testament era, scribes 

were often associated with the sect of the Pharisees, although not all Pharisees were scribes (see 

Matthew 5:20; 12:38). They were teachers of the people (Mark 1:22) and interpreters of the Law. 

They were widely respected by the community because of their knowledge, dedication, and 

outward appearance of Law-keeping. 

The scribes went beyond interpretation of Scripture, however, and added many man-made 

traditions to what God had said. They became professionals at spelling out the letter of the Law 

while ignoring the spirit behind it. Things became so bad that the regulations and traditions the 
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scribes added to the Law were considered more important than the Law itself. This led to many 

confrontations between Jesus and the Pharisees and scribes. At the beginning of the Sermon on 

the Mount, Jesus shocked His audience by declaring that the righteousness of the scribes was not 

enough to get anyone to heaven (Matthew 5:20). A large portion of Jesus’ sermon then dealt with 

what the people had been taught (by the scribes) and what God actually wanted (Matthew 5:21–

48). Toward the end of Jesus’ ministry, He thoroughly condemned the scribes for their hypocrisy 

(Matthew 23). They knew the Law, and they taught it to others, but they did not obey it. 

The scribes’ original aim was in earnest—to know and preserve the Law and encourage others to 

keep it. But things turned horribly wrong when man-made traditions overshadowed God’s Word 

and a pretense of holiness replaced a life of true godliness. The scribes, whose stated goal was to 

preserve the Word, actually nullified it by the traditions they handed down (Mark 7:13). 

How did things get so far off course? Probably because the Jews, after surviving centuries of 

persecution and enslavement, clung in pride to the keeping of the Law and how it marked them 

as God’s chosen people. The Jews of Jesus’ day certainly had an attitude of superiority (John 7:49), 

which Jesus opposed (Matthew 9:12). The bigger problem was that the scribes were hypocrites at 

heart. They were more interested in appearing good to men than they were in pleasing God. The 

lesson every Christian can learn from the hypocrisy of the scribes is that God wants more than 

outward acts of righteousness. He wants an inward change of heart that is constantly yielding in 

love and obedience to Christ. 

 

Why did Jesus silence the demon even though the demon was proclaiming the truth?  
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Demons  

Demons are fallen angels, as Revelation 12:9 indicates: “The great dragon was hurled down—that 

ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the 

earth, and his angels with him.” Satan’s fall from heaven is symbolically described in Isaiah 14:12–

15 and Ezekiel 28:12–15. When he fell, Satan took some of the angels with him—one third of 

them, according to Revelation 12:4. Jude 6 also mentions angels who sinned. So, biblically, 

demons are fallen angels who, along with Satan, chose to rebel against God. 

Some of the demons are already locked “in darkness, bound with everlasting chains” (Jude 1:6) 

for their sin. Others roam the earth (although “leashed” by God) and are referred to as “the powers 

of this dark world and…the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” in Ephesians 6:12 (cf. 

Colossians 2:15). The demons still follow Satan as their leader and do battle with the holy angels 

in an attempt to thwart God’s plan and hinder God’s people (Daniel 10:13). 

Demons, as spirit beings, have the ability to take possession of a physical body. Demonic 

possession occurs when a person’s body is completely controlled by a demon. This cannot happen 

to a child of God, since the Holy Spirit resides in the heart of the believer in Christ (1 John 4:4). 

Jesus, during His earthly ministry, encountered many demons. Of course, none of them were a 

match for the power of Christ: “Many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he 

drove out the spirits with a word” (Matthew 8:16). Jesus’ authority over the demons was one of 

the proofs that He was indeed the Son of God (Luke 11:20). The demons who encountered Jesus 

knew who He was, and they feared Him: “‘What do you want with us, Son of God?’ [the demons] 

shouted. ‘Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time?’” (Matthew 8:29). The 

demons know their end will be one of torment. 

Satan and his demons now look to destroy the work of God and deceive anyone they can (1 Peter 

5:8; 2 Corinthians 11:14–15). The demons are described as evil spirits (Matthew 10:1), unclean 

spirits (Mark 1:27), lying spirits (1 Kings 22:23), and angels of Satan (Revelation 12:9). Satan and 

his demons deceive the world (2 Corinthians 4:4), promulgate false doctrine (1 Timothy 4:1), attack 

Christians (2 Corinthians 12:7; 1 Peter 5:8), and combat the holy angels (Revelation 12:4–9). 

The demons/fallen angels are enemies of God, but they are defeated enemies. Christ has 

“disarmed the powers and authorities,” and He has “made a public spectacle of them, triumphing 

over them by the cross” (Colossians 2:15). As we submit to God and resist the devil, we have 

nothing to fear. “The one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 
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Note – Clean / Unclean 
Either Jesus indicated that when it 

comes to the requirements of the 

ceremonial law, love and 

compassion take precedence over 

ritual and regulation or Jesus is so 

pure and holy that his cleanness 

overrides anyone’s uncleanness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus went off to a solitary place to pray. This is something that is noted several times in the 

Gospel accounts. Why would Jesus do this? What lesson is there for us?  

 

 

Why did Jesus command this man healed from leprosy 

not to tell anyone about this? (c.f. verse 45) 

 

 

What are Jesus’ credentials through the rest of the first 

chapter of Mark? What do they tell us about his ministry?  

 

 

 

  

Note – Mother-in-Law 
Peter and other apostles were 

married. Their wives even 

accompanied them on their 

mission journeys. C.f. 1 

Corinthians 9:5 
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Note – Tax Collectors 
Tax collectors were despised by 

the Jews and regarded as traitors 

for collecting money for the 

Roman government. By their 

association with Gentiles and 

“sinners,” they were regarded as 

ceremonially unclean and 

therefore were excluded from the 

church. 

2:1-12 Jesus Heals a Paralytic 

In this healing account, what’s different? How does this 

show Jesus as the Son of God?  

 

  

 

 

2:13-17 The Calling of Levi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What point does Jesus make by calling Levi (Matthew), a tax collector?  

 

 

The saying goes, “Church is not a museum for saints but a hospital for sinners.” What do you 

see in a museum? What do you see in a hospital? What can we do to help teach that the 

church is a hospital for sinners and not a museum of saints?  

 

  

Note – Roofs 
Palestinian houses had flat roofs 

and outside stairs up to the roofs. 

The roofs were made of tiles and 

covered with sod. This permitted 

the friends of the paralytic to dig 

through the roof and let their 

friend down directly in front of 

Jesus. 
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The Pharisees were an influential religious sect within Judaism in the time of Christ and the 

early church. They were known for their emphasis on personal piety (the word “Pharisee” 

comes from a Hebrew word meaning “separated”), their acceptance of oral tradition in 

addition to the written Law, and their teaching that all Jews should observe all 600+ laws in 

the Torah, including the rituals concerning ceremonial purification. 

The Pharisees were mostly middle-class businessmen and leaders of the synagogues. Though 

they were a minority in the Sanhedrin and held a minority number of positions as priests, 

they seemed to control the decision-making of the Sanhedrin because they had popular 

support among the people. 

Among the Pharisees were two schools of thought, based on the teachings of two rabbis, 

Shammai and Hillel. Shammai called for a strict, unbending interpretation of the Law on 

almost every issue, but Hillel taught a looser, more liberal application. Followers of Shammai 

fostered a hatred for anything Roman, including taxation - Jews who served as tax collectors 

were persona non grata. The Shammaites wanted to outlaw all communication and 

commerce between Jews and Gentiles. The Hillelites took a more gracious approach and 

opposed such extreme exclusiveness. Eventually, the two schools within Pharisaism grew so 

hostile to each other that they refused to worship together. 

The Pharisees accepted the written Word as inspired by God. At the time of Christ’s earthly 

ministry, this would have been what we now call the Old Testament. Unfortunately, the 

Pharisees gave equal authority to oral tradition, saying the traditions went all the way back 

to Moses.             (Source: https://www.gotquestions.org/Pharisees.html) 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Pharisees.html
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Note – Fasting 
Not eating for a certain period of 

time was a sign of sorrow and 

repentance. It was proper to do 

that in the days before Jesus 

came. Fasting was combined 

with prayer, asking God to fulfill 

his promises to send the Savior 

and deliver people from sin and 

oppression. God only 

commanded fasting one day a 

year – on the Day of Atonement. 
 

2:18-3:6 Lord of the Sabbath 

Why did Jesus’ disciples not fast? Should we fast?  

 

 

 

 

According to the Mishnah (a rabbinic compilation of Jewish traditions which governed 

religious life in addition the law of the Bible), harvesting was forbidden on the Sabbath. How 

do Leviticus 23:22; 1 Samuel 21:1-6; and Leviticus 24:5-9 relate to the disciples picking 

heads of grain on a Sabbath day?  

 

 

 

How does the saying, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath” apply to 

you?  
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The Herodians 

The Herodians were a political party that supported King Herod Antipas, the Roman Empire's 

ruler over much of the land of the Jews from 4 B.C. to A.D. 39. The Herodians favored 

submitting to the Herods, and therefore to Rome, for political expediency. This support of 

Herod compromised Jewish independence in the minds of the Pharisees, making it difficult 

for the Herodians and Pharisees to unite and agree on anything. But one thing did unite 

them: opposing Jesus. 

 

3:7-34 A House United 

Verses 7-12 give a good summary of what Jesus has been doing. His teaching, his healing – 

these things attracted people to him. This is a great reminder to us that the Church grows 

through sharing who Jesus is and what he does for us, how he heals us.  
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Simon (Peter) Fisherman; Impulsive & Bold; One of three in core group of Disciples 

(Peter, James, and John); Jesus named him Peter/Cephas, which in Aramaic 

& Hebrew, respectively, means "Rock" (John 1:42).  

James, son of 

Zebedee 

Fisherman; One of three in core group of Disciples (Peter, James, and 

John); With his brother John he was called the “Sons of Thunder.” 

John, son of 

Zebedee 

Fisherman; One of three in core group of Disciples (Peter, James, and 

John); With his brother James he was called the “Sons of Thunder.” 

Andrew Fisherman; eager to bring others to Jesus as he brought his brother Simon 

Peter to see Jesus after hearing John the Baptist’s testimony. 

Philip Fisherman?; invited his friend Nathanael to come and see Jesus. 

Bartholomew 

(Nathanael) 

Fisherman?; Jesus called him a “true Israelite in whom there is nothing 

false.” He initially rejected Jesus because Jesus was from Nazareth but 

acknowledged him as the "Son of God" and "King of Israel" when they 

met. 

Matthew (Levi) Tax-collector; son of Alphaeus, but seems to be a different father from 

James as they are never referred to as brothers. 

Thomas Fisherman?; Called Didymus, maybe meaning that he had a twin; widely 

known as “Doubting Thomas” due to his skepticism of Jesus’ resurrection, 

but he also showed immense courage offering to die with Jesus. 

James, son of 

Alphaeus 

Often called “James the Less” or “James the Younger” to distinguish him 

from James, son of Zebedee. His mother was “the other Mary.” 

Thaddaeus 

(Judas) 

He is known as the “good Judas.” Asked Jesus why he would reveal himself 

to his followers and not to the world. 

Simon the 

Zealot 

His defining characteristic is his political alignment, a patriot who wanted 

to overthrow the Roman government.  

Judas Iscariot The keeper of the money; Jesus’ betrayer.  

(for more information on the 12 Apostles, see https://overviewbible.com/12-apostles/) 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.42
https://overviewbible.com/12-apostles/
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As we look at the Twelve, we must admit they were a rather diverse group. None of them 

were priests or teachers of the law. None were people in high standing in Israel. For the most 

part they were common, ordinary, working people. 

What’s the difference between a disciple and an apostle? (verses 14-15) 

 

 

What was so ridiculous about the teachers of the law’s 

accusation of Jesus? (verse 22-26) 

 

 

Who is the strong man and who is the one who ties up 

the strong man in verse 27? 

 

  

Verse 29 says that “whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven.”  

Didn’t Jesus pay for all sins? If this is true, how can there be a sin which cannot be forgiven? 

Identify first what is “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit,” and then explain how this sin is 

unforgivable.  

 

What insight do verses 20-21, 31 give you 

about Jesus’ family? Was Jesus’ goal to have 

his family be eternal? (c.f. verses 34-35) 

Should it be ours?  

 

  

Note – Beelzebub 
Literally means “lord of the flies.” 

It was a mocking name of a 

Philistine idol, also a popular 

name for Satan. Think about 

where flies tend to hover. 
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4:1-34 The Parable Man 

What is Jesus teaching with the parable of the sower and 

the seeds?  

 

 

 

Sometimes we think that every member of our 

congregation should be at the same level of 

sanctification. How does this parable change that idea for 

us? 

 

 

Jesus had just appointed 12 of his disciples as apostles to 

preach the Word of God and extend his kingdom. What 

use would they make of these parables in the days ahead? 

How about us? 

 

 

 

 

Jesus often explained the parables when he was alone with his disciples instead of with the 

crowds (c.f. verses 10-12; 33-34). Why did he do that?  

 

  

Note – Mustard Tree 
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4:35-41 Power Over the Winds and the Waves 

 

“Don’t you care?” (verse 38) How does Jesus answer that question for the apostles and for 

us? 

 

 

Although it’s not a parable, how does this real-life story of Jesus calming the storm relate to 

the apostles’ and our work of extending God’s kingdom?  
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5:1-20 Power Over a Legion of Demons 

 

This is a unique story to Mark. How did Mark show the 

power of Satan? How did he show the power of Jesus? 

 

 

 

Explain the reaction of the people to the miracle Jesus performed. (verses 15-17) 

 

 

A member of your congregation wants to become a full-time worker in God’s church. The 

pastor and other members of the congregation dissuade him from doing this. They feel he 

would serve the church better if he remains a worker on the local level. Is this good or bad 

advice? Explain your answer.  

 

Note – Legion 
A military term referring to a 

unit of six thousand men. 

Note – Pigs 
Pigs were considered unclean 

animals. Jews were forbidden by 

God to own them or eat them. 

Their miraculous demise was a 

warning to every fallen-away 

Jew in the region. 

Note – Gerasenes 
This area was located in the 

Decapolis, an area southeast of 

the Sea of Galilee. This region 

was populated by both Jews and 

Gentiles. 
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5:21-43 Power Over Impossible Health Situations 

Why would the woman have found it very difficult to approach Jesus for healing? Why would 

Jesus ask who touched his clothes?  

 

  

What’s up with Jesus saying that the child is not dead but 

asleep?  

 

 

Why did Jesus give strict orders not to let anyone know 

about raising Jairus’s daughter from death back to life?  

 

 

What hope do these two accounts give you, especially when it comes to your health?  

 

  

Note – Synagogue 

Ruler 
These were laymen who took 

care of the administrative duties 

at the synagogue, like a member 

of our Church Council. 
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6:1-29 What Happens with God’s Ministers 

Why did the people in Nazareth take offense at Jesus? 

What was the result of the people’s rejection of Jesus? 

How might we take offense at Jesus in a similar way?  

 

 

 

 

What’s the connection from Jesus’ rejection in Nazareth 

and Jesus sending out the Twelve Apostles? Note 

particularly the result of their mission work.  

 

  

 

 

After the victory of the Twelve Apostles’ preaching, 

driving out demons, and healing sick people, we are 

shown the other side of ministry for Jesus. What 

happened to John the Baptist? What lesson does this 

teach us when it comes to preaching God’s message?  

 

  

Note – Jesus’ Family 
It’s common knowledge that 

Mary and Joseph are Jesus’ 

parents. Here, his brothers are 

listed (James, Joseph, Judas, and 

Simon), who would be half-

brothers since Jesus was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

Sisters are also mentioned. Since 

Joseph is not listed, it is assumed 

that he had died prior to this 

point in Jesus’ life. Joseph’s 

parenting was still apparent as 

Jesus was referred to as the 

carpenter - Joseph’s profession. 

 

Note – Anointing w/ 

Oil 
It was not the oil that healed, 

although olive oil was used a bit 

like medicine in Jesus’ day for its 

moisturizing properties to soothe 

the patient. The healing came 

from God, who listened and 

acted on their prayers of healing 

(James 5:13-18). 

Note – 2x2 
Probably sent out 2x2 to watch 

each other’s backs and because 

of God’s law state that the 

testimony of 2 or 3 witnesses is 

needed to establish truth 

(Deuteronomy 17:6). 
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Although Judea was officially part of the Roman Empire, they allowed for local people to 

govern. The family in power during Jesus’ life on earth was the Idumean (from the 

descendants of Esau) line of Herod.  

6:30-56 Lord of the Earth 
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Note – Clean Foods 
The church would have to 

wrestle with verse 19 for many 

years. Mark may have included 

this to make it clear to his 

Roman readers that they were 

under no obligation to keep the 

ceremonies, which many of the 

Jews around them chose to keep. 

What details in the feeding of the 5,000 show us that this was a miracle (a supernatural 

event)? Why record this event?  

 

 

  

What do you think Jesus was trying to teach the apostles 

by walking on the water? How about us?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:1-23 “Clean” is Unclean 

 
These traditions like a ceremonial washing of the hands were an expansion of God’s 

commandment for priests prior to entering the tabernacle (Exodus 30:19; 40:12). There was no 

biblical command to wash before eating or for extensive washing (the word used here is “baptize”) 

of various eating utensils. While such washings were hygienically wise and good common sense, 

the Pharisees and teachers of the law insisted that these washings were a proper interpretation 

of God’s will and thus mandatory. 

Note – Fourth Watch 
Some time between 3:00 am and 

6:00 am. 

Note – “their hearts 

were hardened” 
The disciples’ hearts were not 

hardened in opposition to Jesus 

and his ministry but hardened in 

spiritual understanding. They 

failed to grasp the purpose and 

full meaning of the miracle of 

bread and fish as well as the 

stilling of the storm. 
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How did some of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law set aside the commands of God 

when it came to honoring their father and mother and their “Corban,” their gift, or tithe, 

devoted to God? When might we be guilty of the same? 

 

 

Where does “uncleanness” come from?  

 

 

7:24-37 “Unclean” is Clean 

 

How could Jesus’ words and actions to the Greek woman 

possibly be loving? What can we learn from the woman’s 

reply to Jesus?  

 

Why does Jesus add touch to the miracle of healing the 

deaf-mute man?  

 

Note – Dog 
The word Jesus used for dogs is 

used to describe household pets, 

not the dogs that roamed the 

streets as scavengers. Although 

we may not find that flattering, 

it was a way for Jesus to say to 

this woman that she belongs 

with them. 

Note – Route 
Jesus took an unusual route 

(from Tyre to Decapolis). It 

appears that he was avoiding 

Galilee at that time. Perhaps this 

was because the crowds of 

people were seeking him as a 

miracle worker rather than as 

the Messiah. When he returns 

here after previously driving out 

Legion into a herd of pigs, 

crowds gather to hear him and 

receive his healing. 
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8:1-21 The Sign of Bread 

Compare verses 1-10 with Mark 6:30-45 and show how 

these are two separate and unique events.  

 

 

What is the yeast of the Pharisees?  

 

 

 

8:22-9:13 The Sign of the Christ 

Jesus gives more signs, this time healing a blind man. A unique feature of this healing is that 

it is somewhat gradual. Why might Jesus have done this healing in two stages?  

 

 

Many people have many different ideas about who Jesus 

is. What does it mean when Peter says that Jesus is the 

Christ? How does Jesus further define what the Christ is?  

 

 

Why would Peter rebuke Jesus? Why would Jesus rebuke 

Peter by calling him “Satan”? When do we have in the 

mind the things of men instead of the things of God? 

 

 

Note – After 3 Days 
The words “after three days” at 

first glance seem not to be in 

accordance with the fact that 

“on” the third day Christ rose 

from the dead. However, this was 

the Hebrew way of speaking. 

“After three days” did not 

necessarily mean after three full 

days but the passing of parts of 

three days. In this case they were 

the afternoon (Friday) Christ 

died, the day (Saturday) his body 

was in the grave, and the 

morning (Sunday) he rose again. 

Note – Signs 
Jesus did not give a sign from 

heaven (although, Jesus did just 

miraculously feed 4,000 men). 

Matthew records, though, that 

Jesus gave them an earthly sign 

- the sign of Jonah. Just as Jonah 

was in the belly of the fish for 

three days, the Son of Man 

would be in the belly of the earth 

for the same time. 



27 | P a g e  

 

What does Jesus mean when he says, “I tell you the truth, 

some who are standing here will not taste death before 

they see the kingdom of God come with power.”? 

(Remember the note on the “kingdom of God” from 

chapter 1.) 

 

 

  

With what Jesus had just explicitly taught his apostles 

and disciples regarding who the Christ is, what comfort 

does Jesus give Peter, James, and John with his 

transfiguration?  

 

 

 

 

 

Note – Transfigured 
The glory of Jesus’ divinity 

radiated through his human 

body, casting an aura of brilliant, 

white light. 

Note – Elijah & Moses 
They were the two great 

representatives of the Old 

Testament: Elijah was the 

greatest of God’s prophets and 

Moses was God’s great lawgiver. 

They were talking with Jesus 

“about his departure, which he 

was about to bring to fulfillment 

at Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31). 
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9:14-50 Who is the Greatest? 

What was the problem with the disciples trying to drive 

out this particular demon?  

 

 

The boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me 

overcome my unbelief!” (verse 24) When might we pray 

this simple prayer?  

 

 

According to Jesus, who is the greatest? Do we as Christians live this truth? 

 

 

With the man driving out demons who was not one of 

the apostles, Jesus teaches that whoever is not against 

us is for us. How might we apply this in our current 

setting?  

 

 

Jesus’ words in verses 42-49 show us how serious our 

fight against sin is. Should Christians be walking around 

with chopped off hands and plucked out eyes? When 

answering, review where sin/uncleanness comes from in 

Mark 7:1-22.  

 

Note – Demon 

Possession 
Demon possession could take 

many forms in its victims’ lives. 

(See Acts 16:16-18.) Here its 

victim suffered loss of speech 

and violent convulsions and 

seizures. 

Note – Salt 
Jesus points out how sin is 

overcome. He uses another 

figure of speech - salt used to 

make food palatable and to 

preserve it. Sometimes this salt 

will burn like fire. This salt is 

God’s Word, whose law burns 

and whose gospel heals. Christ 

also warns that this salt is to be 

used as God has given it. If it is 

desalted, it will not do what God 

wants it to do. Take God’s Word 

into your heart as it is, and you 

will have salt in yourself. By 

means of it, you will also be able 

to be at peace with one another 

- a reference to the argument 

the disciples had about who was 

the greatest. 
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10:1-12 The Son of God Upholds Marriage 

What does God think of divorce? Of marriage?  

 

 

How does God’s teaching on marriage and divorce influence us when a member of the 

congregation gets divorced? How about when someone starts coming to our church who is 

divorced?  

 

 

Is remarriage adultery? (c.f. Matthew 5:32; 19:9; 1 Corinthians 7:10-17) 

 

 

 

10:13-31 The Kingdom of God Belongs to Such as These 

How does a little child receive the kingdom of God?  
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What is standing in the way of the rich man entering the 

kingdom of God? (Consider carefully how Jesus answers 

him.) What is the only way to enter the kingdom of God? 

 

 

Consider verses 29-30. Is God’s greatest desire for us that 

we have eternal families? Explain your answer.  

 

 

10:32-52 Seeking A Place in the Kingdom of God 

What do the brothers think they are asking for in verses 35 & 37? According to Jesus, what 

are they actually asking for? How does someone become great in the kingdom of God?  

 

 

By his own words, what does Bartimaeus show about his faith? What lessons can we take from his 

account when it comes to the kingdom of God?  
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Sitting at the Right and Left – Levels of Heaven?  

The closest thing Scripture says to there being different levels of heaven is found in 2 Corinthians 

12:2, “I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether 

it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows.” Some interpret this as indicating 

that there are three different levels of heaven: a level for “super-committed Christians” or 

Christians who have obtained a high level of spirituality, a level for “ordinary” Christians, and a 

level for Christians who did not serve God faithfully. This view has no basis in Scripture. 

Paul is not saying that there are three heavens or even three levels of heaven. In many ancient 

cultures, people used the term heaven to describe three different “realms” - the sky, outer space, 

and then a spiritual heaven. Paul was saying that God took him to the “spiritual” heaven - the 

realm beyond the physical universe where God dwells. The concept of different levels of heaven 

may have come in part from Dante’s The Divine Comedy in which the poet describes both heaven 

and hell as having nine different levels. The Divine Comedy, however, is a fictional work. The idea 

of different levels of heaven is foreign to Scripture. 

Scripture does speak of different rewards in heaven. Jesus said regarding rewards, “Behold, I am 

coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done” 

(Revelation 22:12). Since Jesus will be distributing rewards on the basis of what we have done, we 

can safely say that there will be a time of reward for believers and that the rewards will differ 

somewhat from person to person. 

Only those works that survive God’s refining fire have eternal value and will be worthy of reward. 

Those valuable works are referred to as “gold, silver, and costly stones” (1 Corinthians 3:12) and 

are those things that are built upon the foundation of faith in Christ. Those works that will not be 

rewarded are called “wood, hay, and stubble”; these are not evil deeds but shallow activities with 

no eternal value. Rewards will be distributed at the “judgment seat of Christ,” a place where 

believers’ lives will be evaluated for the purpose of rewards. “Judgment” of believers never refers 

to punishment for sin. Jesus Christ was punished for our sin when He died on the cross, and God 

said about us: “I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more” (Hebrews 

8:12). What a glorious thought! The Christian need never fear punishment, but can look forward 

to crowns of reward that he can cast at the feet of the Savior.  

In conclusion, there are not different levels of heaven, but there are different levels of reward in 

heaven. What will that look like? Maybe the best picture is one that God himself gives. Picture the 

rewards in heaven like different seats at a wedding banquet. It’s one long table with the same 

food, same service, same company, but different seats.  



32 | P a g e  

 

 

11:1-11 Ride On to Die, to Save 

What details / facts about Jesus’ arrival into Jerusalem to 

start Holy Week stand out to you?  

 

 

 

 

What did the shouts of the people mean? (c.f. Psalm 

118:19-29) 

Hosanna! =  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! =  

Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! =  

Hosanna in the highest! =  

Note – Cloaks & Palm 

Branches 
This was often done for 

approaching royalty. The people 

gave up something for their king, 

to make his ride into the city as 

smooth and comfortable as 

possible. (c.f. 2 Kings 9:12-13; 1 

Maccabees 13:51, &  2 

Maccabees 10:6-7) 
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Swell of Jerusalem’s Population at Passover 

The main sources available estimate that the population of those living in Jerusalem during 

the time of Jesus was probably around 80,000 to 100,000 citizens. But during the Passover 

hundreds of thousands of Jews from the Diaspora (those Jews dispersed, mainly after the 

Babylonian exile) would pour into Jerusalem and the estimated number was around 3 million 

people, both Jews and Gentiles, who visited Jerusalem for the Passover when the Lamb of 

God was lifted on a Roman cross. 

According to Josephus, Hecataeus of Abdera wrote in the 4th century BC that Jerusalem “is 

inhabited by 120,000 men.” Josephus also said that there were 2,700,000 people within the 

walls of Jerusalem when the Romans, under Titus, besieged it in 70 AD. Tacitus recorded 

Jerusalem at 600,000 men women and children. The country of Israel as a whole contained 

around 3 to 4 million inhabitants. 

(Source: https://www.bible-history.com/ancientquestions/how-many-were-in-jerusalem-for-the-passover-of-jesus/)  

https://www.bible-history.com/ancientquestions/how-many-were-in-jerusalem-for-the-passover-of-jesus/
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11:12-33 The Authority of Jesus 

The area of the temple that Jesus cleared out was the court of the Gentiles. This was the only 

place in the temple where Gentiles (non-Jews) could gather to say their prayers, to hear God’s 

Word, and to meditate. It became almost impossible to do so in a place filled with animals, 

their sounds and smells, and the clinking of coins and cries of the money changers who 

charged exorbitantly for money exchange and clean animals for offerings. Jesus also cleared 

the area by forbidding anyone to use it as a shortcut between the eastern section of 

Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives.  

How might our house of prayer for all nations become a “den of robbers”?  

 



35 | P a g e  

 

What’s up with Jesus cursing the fig tree? (verses 22-26) 

Jesus promised his disciples that they would be able to 

do the same thing in their ministry. How would the 

disciples (and the Christian church) throw mountains into 

seas? 

 

 

As Jesus answers the question of where his authority 

comes from, how does he make the religious leaders 

reveal their unbelief? (verses 27-33) 

 

 

 

 

 

Note – Verse 26 
Verse 26 in the KJV is only in a 

footnote in the NIV Bible 

because it is not in some of the 

oldest manuscripts. We are, 

however, not losing God’s Word 

because of that. Verse 26 would 

add nothing new here; it is 

simply the negative of verse 25. 

Besides, we find exactly the same 

words in Jesus’ Sermon on the 

Mount (see Matthew 6:15). 
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12:1-44 It’s a Trap! 

What is the main point of the parable of the tenants (verses 1-12)? Why did Jesus speak this 

parable?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the note on the side to give context to this trap. 

Should the Jews have paid taxes to Caesar? Should we 

pay taxes to our government? (c.f. Romans 13:1-7) 

 

  

Note – Caesar 
The Roman state religion had an 

element referred to as the 

imperial cult. This cult regarded 

emperors and members of their 

families as gods. On his death, 

Julius Caesar was officially 

recognized as a god with the title 

“Divine Julius” by the Roman 

state. Caesar Augustus thus took 

the title “Son of God” and 

allowed Greek cities to set up 

temples to him, but Rome itself 

thought it unacceptable to 

worship an emperor while he 

was living. Emperor worship 

unified Rome as it was practiced 

by their armies as well as by 

individuals in their provinces. 
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Sadducees 

The Sadducees were a religiopolitical group that held a 

great deal of power among the Jews in Israel. Sometimes 

historically called “Zadokites” or “Tzedukim,” they are 

thought by some to have been founded by a man named 

Zadok in the second century BC. Another school of 

thought is that the word Sadducee is related to the 

Hebrew word sadaq (“to be righteous”). The Sadducees 

were an aristocratic class connected with everything 

going on in the temple in Jerusalem. They tended to be 

wealthy and held powerful positions, including that of 

chief priests and high priest, and they held the majority 

of the 70 seats of the ruling council called the Sanhedrin. 

The Sadducees worked hard to keep the peace by agreeing with the decisions of Rome, and 

they seemed to be more concerned with politics than religion. Because they were 

accommodating to Rome and were the wealthy upper class, they did not relate well to the 

common man, nor did the common man hold them in high opinion. The commoners related 

better to those who belonged to the party of the Pharisees. Though the Sadducees held the 

majority of seats in the Sanhedrin, history indicates that much of the time they had to go 

along with the ideas of the Pharisaic minority, because the Pharisees were more popular with 

the masses. 

Not all priests were Sadducees, but many of them were. The Sadducees preserved the 

authority of the written Word of God, especially the books of Moses (Genesis through 

Deuteronomy). While they could be commended for this, they definitely were not perfect in 

their doctrinal views. The following is a brief list of Sadducean beliefs that contradict 

Scripture: 

1. The Sadducees were extremely self-sufficient to the point of denying God's 

involvement in everyday life. 

2. They denied any resurrection of the dead (Matthew 22:23; Mark 12:18–27; Acts 23:8). 

Due to this belief, the Sadducees strongly resisted the apostles’ preaching that Jesus 

had risen from the dead. 

3. They denied the afterlife, holding that the soul perished at death and therefore 

denying any penalty or reward after the earthly life. 

4. They denied the existence of a spiritual world, i.e. angels and demons (Acts 23:8). 
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Because the Sadducees were basically a political party rather than a religious sect, they were 

unconcerned with Jesus until they became afraid He might bring unwanted Roman attention. 

At that point the Sadducees joined with the Pharisees and conspired to put Christ to death 

(John 11:48–50; Mark 14:53; 15:1). Other mentions of the Sadducees are found in Acts 4:1 

and Acts 5:17, and the Sadducees are implicated in the death of James the brother of John 

in Acts 12:1–2. The historian Josephus also connects the Sadducees to the death of James, 

the half-brother of Jesus. 

Since the Sadducees left no written description of themselves, all we know about what they 

believed or what they did is what is found in the Bible and secondhand sources. According 

to most historical records, including those of Josephus, the Sadducees were rude, arrogant, 

power-hungry, and quick to dispute with those who disagreed with them. 

The Sadducees ceased to exist as a group in AD 70, when Jerusalem and the temple were 

destroyed by the Romans. 

(Source: https://www.gotquestions.org/Sadducees.html)  

Why did the Sadducees ask this question in the way that they did? What is Jesus saying about 

marriage and the afterlife? How does that apply to us?  

 

 

What are the most important commandments according to Jesus (verses 29-31)? Why? 

Does this mean that the Ten Commandments no longer apply to us? Explain your answer.  

 

 

Why did Jesus tell this teacher of the law that he was “not far from the kingdom of God”?  

 

  

https://www.gotquestions.org/Sadducees.html
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After Jesus answered the teacher of the law, he went on the offensive. The Jewish leaders 

had committed a serious error in their debate about the Messiah. They called him the “Son 

of David” but no more. To them, he was a human king. As such, he would be under the law 

and, therefore, would be simply part of their religious structure and authority. What do you 

think Jesus wanted to accomplish by quoting Psalm 110:1 and asking his question? 

 

 

Is there a connection between verses 38-40 & 41-44? If so, what is it? What is the 

takeaway from Jesus pointing out the widow’s offering? As a corollary to the widow’s 

offering, you might want to read 1 Chronicles 29:1-9.  

 

 

13:1-37 This is the End 

Study this section by looking at the signs of the end. 

Jesus has both the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD and 

the end of the world in mind and his words flow from 

one topic to the other without making any special 

comments. What does each sign mean for us today? 

• “Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many.” “False 

Christs and false prophets will appear.”  

• “Wars and rumors of wars,” “earthquakes in various place, and famines.”  

• “Handed over to local councils.” “Stand before governors and kings as witnesses 

to them.”  

Note – The Temple 
The stones of the Temple, which 

King Herod renovated, were 

massive. Some of them, as the 

ancient historian Josephus tells 

us, were 40 feet by 12 feet by 8 

feet. Nor was the temple just one 

building, but a complex of 

buildings. The disciples thought 

that here surely was something 

built to stand as long as this 

world would. 
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• “The gospel must first be preached to all nations.”  

• “Do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at 

the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.”  

• “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel 

against their parents and have them put to death.”  

• “All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be 

saved.”  

• “When you see ‘the abomination that causes desolation’ standing where it does 

not belong.”  

• “Flee.”  

• “How dreadful it will be in those days”; 

“those will be days of distress.”  

• “But for the sake of the elect…he has 

shortened them.”  

• “When you see these things happening, you 

know that it is near.”  

• “This generation will certainly not pass away 

until all these things have happened.”  

• “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will never pass away.”  

No one knows the day or hour when Chris will return. So, 

how do we keep watch until then?  

 

 

Note – The Elect 
The elect are the people God has 

chosen before they came into 

being to be brought into heaven. 

(c.f. Romans 8:28-30; 9:11-16; 

Ephesians 1:3-8; 2 Timothy 1:8-

11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-15) 

God has only chosen people for 

heaven; he has not chosen 

anyone for hell. Eternal 

damnation is the result of not 

believing in Jesus, the Son of 

God, as our righteousness and 

perfection. This teaching of 

election is meant to be a comfort 

for the believer, but it has no 

comfort for the unbeliever. 
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False Messiahs: 7 Men Currently Claiming to Be Jesus 

Sometimes when we read end time prophecies, we think that these are isolated incidences 

or are things yet to happen. These signs have been present since the ascension of Jesus and 

still continue today. Surely no one would be so bold to claim to be Jesus! Yet, here are seven 

modern day men currently claiming to be Jesus returned.  

1. Inri Christo of Brazil 

2. Moses Hlongwane of South Africa 

3. Vissarion of Siberia 

4. David Shayler of England 

5. Matayoshi Mitsuo of Tokyo 

6. Bupete Chibwe Chishimba of Zambia 

7. Allan John Miller of Australia 

 

You can read their stories here: https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/real-life/seven-men-

around-the-world-who-each-claim-to-be-jesus-christ/news-

story/563e56671b7c9931b6606619df6be4c8 or just Google “Seven men who claim to be 

Jesus.” 

https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/real-life/seven-men-around-the-world-who-each-claim-to-be-jesus-christ/news-story/563e56671b7c9931b6606619df6be4c8
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/real-life/seven-men-around-the-world-who-each-claim-to-be-jesus-christ/news-story/563e56671b7c9931b6606619df6be4c8
https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/real-life/seven-men-around-the-world-who-each-claim-to-be-jesus-christ/news-story/563e56671b7c9931b6606619df6be4c8
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Note – Expensive 

Perfume 
This pure nard is an aromatic oil 

with the fragrance derived from 

a root native to India. 

14:1-42 Preparing for the Cross  

Did the woman who poured the perfume on Jesus waste 

her money? In considering this story, what application to 

our own lives and our giving to God can we make?  

 

  

Why did Jesus call out the betrayer? Is this any different than calling out Peter’s betrayal? 

(verses 27-31) What comfort does Jesus offer at the same time?  

 

 

Against the backdrop of the greatest betrayal of all time comes the greatest act of giving of 

all time. Look at these phrases and words. What do they tell you about the Lord’s Supper? 

• “took bread” & “took the cup”  

• “gave it to his disciples”  

• “my body” & “my blood”  

• “the covenant”  

• “poured out”  

Note – Feast of 

Unleavened Bread 
This feast began on the 14th day 

of the first month of the Jewish 

calendar (Nisan, our March-

April). For seven days, only 

unleavened bread was to be 

eaten. This was in remembrance 

of the Passover. (c.f. Exodus 12:1-

30, 43-13:16) 
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Will we partake of the Lord’s Supper with Jesus? (verse 25) 

 

 

In the Garden of Gethsemane, we see Jesus’ state of 

humiliation as he prays to the Father to take this cup from 

him. As God, Jesus knew this was the only way to redeem 

mankind. As Man, Jesus didn’t want to suffer and so took 

his concern to his Father in heaven. As Man, Jesus thought, 

“Maybe the Father has another way.” As Man, Jesus needed 

the company and compassion of his closest human friends, 

his disciples. He wanted them to watch for him and pray for 

him, bearing each other’s burdens as his time of self-

sacrifice draws nearer.  

Does God get mad at us if we fall asleep while praying? (In thinking about the answer to this 

question, check out: adam4d.com/sleepy.)  

 

 

14:43-15:15 Trials and Tribulations 

Jesus said he would teach his disciples to be fishers of 

men. As he is arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, 

what do you think the disciples learned from Jesus 

during the last hours of his life that would relate to their 

vocation of fishers of men? 

 

 

  

Note – Naked Man 
The word in Greek translated as 

“young man” suggests a 

teenager. No one knows, but it is 

often speculated that this 

teenager is John Mark and that 

the apostles and Jesus ate the 

Passover Meal and the Last 

Supper at his house. 

https://adam4d.com/sleepy/
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The Sanhedrin 

The term “Sanhedrin” is from a Greek word that means “assembly” or “council” and dates from 

the Hellenistic period, but the concept is one that goes back to the Bible. In the Torah, God 

commands Moses to “bring me seventy of Israel's elders who are known to you as leaders and 

officials among the people. Have them come to the Tent of Meeting [Tabernacle], that they may 

stand there with you" (Numbers 11:16). Also, in Deuteronomy 16:18, we read, “You shall appoint 

for yourselves judges and officers in all your towns which the Lord your God is giving you, 

according to your tribes and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment.” The land was 

divided up among the tribes, and in those areas where tribes had their presence, there were towns 

and villages, and in every town and every village there was to be a court. If there were 120 men 

as heads of families, they had a local court there called a “Sanhedrin.” In smaller towns where 

there were not 120 men as heads of families, there were either three judges, if the town was very 

small, or seven judges who sat as a court, both judge and jury, in all legal matters. 

The Great Sanhedrin was the supreme court of ancient Israel, made up of 70 men and the high 

priest. In the Second Temple period, the Great Sanhedrin met in the Temple in Jerusalem. The 

court convened every day except festivals and on the Sabbath. The Sanhedrin as a body claimed 

powers that lesser Jewish courts did not have. As such, they were the only ones who could try the 

king or extend the boundaries of the Temple and Jerusalem, and were the ones to whom all 

questions of law were finally put. The last binding decision of the Sanhedrin was in 358, when the 

Hebrew calendar was adopted. The Sanhedrin was dissolved after continued persecution by the 

Roman Empire. Over the centuries, there have been attempts to revive the institution, such as the 

Grand Sanhedrin convened by Napoleon Bonaparte. 

Although the Sanhedrin was the legitimate ecclesiastical court of God’s people, the court on this 

occasion broke all of its own rules. In cases involving capital punishment, two trials at least a day 

apart were mandatory. They also had to be held during daylight hours. This was to ensure justice. 

However, in judging Jesus, the Sanhedrin set aside its own regulations in order to condemn and 

execute Jesus as soon as possible.  
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What do you make of Jesus’ conviction? (verses 61-64) What was the subtle shift in charges 

when the trial moved to the Roman governor Pontius Pilate? 

 

 

In denying Jesus, Peter betrayed his word and his God. When are we tempted to deny Jesus?  

 

 

 



46 | P a g e  

 

15:16-41 The Crucifixion 

This is the culmination of Jesus’ ministry - his work as the Passover Lamb who takes away the 

sin of the world. It’s brutal. It’s heart-wrenching. It’s what our sins cost.  

Consider these notes while reading this section:  

• Flogging was extremely brutal, with no limitation on the number of blows. 

Christ’s back was torn to shreds by the leather whip tipped with metal or bone. 

The loss of blood was great. 

• Hail, king of the Jews! This was a parody on Ave Caesar, victor, imperator! (Hail, 

Caesar, victor and emperor) 

• Simon from Cyrene was most likely a Jewish pilgrim from this city in North 

Africa and had come to celebrate the Passover. Because of Jesus’ blood, he 

would become unclean and unable to participate. The mention of his two sons 

implies that they became well known followers of Christ.  

• Wine mixed with myrrh was wine mixed with an anesthetic, meant to deaden 

pain in order to make the criminal easier to handle. One cannot pray properly or 

speak clearly if drugged. Jesus rejected this doped wine to pay the full price of 

our sins, unclouded.  

• The third hour would have been 9:00 a.m. The sixth (noon) and ninth (3:00 pm) 

hours are also mentioned during Jesus’ crucifixion. 

• Verse 28 is left out because the earlier Greek manuscripts do not have this verse 

(see NIV text note on v. 27). It was probably added from Luke 22:37 (quoting 

Isaiah 53:12). Remember that Mark rarely includes Old Testament quotations. 

• THE KING OF THE JEWS is the official charge the Romans used to tell people 

why Jesus was undergoing capital punishment. He was condemned for what he 

truly was. 

• This was an unearthly darkness since between noon and 3:00 pm the sun should 

be shining its brightest. Luke records that the sun stopped shining. This was not 

merely an overcast day, but a supernatural act of God. This is a darkness similar 

to the plague of darkness upon Egypt. Darkness is related to judgment in 

Scripture (Isaiah 13:9-11 & Joel 2:30-31). 
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• “My God, my God, why have your forsaken me?” With these words from 

Psalm 22:1, Jesus is expressing his suffering of hell itself. In what appears to be 

a moment to us, Jesus as both God and Man suffers an eternity of hell for all 

people. The close communion between the Father and the Son was suspended 

so that Christ would pay the price for our sins.  

• Elijah comes up again. The mocking continues by making a play on the Aramaic 

word eloi. They had a tradition that Elijah would come before the appearance of 

the Messiah and would help the Messiah establish his kingdom. Jesus already 

informed us that John the Baptist was the Elijah who was to come. 

• The curtain of the temple was torn in two symbolizing that the need for the 

Jewish religion had come to an end. The curtain that had separated the Holy 

Place and the Most Holy Place in the temple and had blocked the way into God’s 

presence was no longer needed. Jesus’ perfect atonement for our sins replaced 

the blood of Old Testament sacrifices - once for all. We have full access to God! 

• “Surely this man was the Son of God!” The church of the New Testament 

started growing immediately at Jesus’ crucifixion. This Roman centurion beneath 

the cross had witnessed all that had taken place. In Luke’s gospel account, he 

called Jesus a “righteous man.” God had changed his heart. 

• Women accompanied Jesus during his life and during his death.  

We are repeatedly confronted by people, and more than a few Christians among them, who 

refuse to take sin seriously. How might Jesus’ crucifixion account help them begin to take sin 

seriously and finally come to appreciate the message of forgiveness in Jesus Christ? 
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15:42-16:8 Then Bursting Forth! 

Joseph of Arimathea was a prominent member of the 

Council, the Sanhedrin. With his actions recorded in 

verses 43-46 he shows himself to be a believer in Jesus as 

the Messiah, the Christ. What comfort does that bring us?  

 

 

 

Early church writers say that Peter served in Rome, where he was martyred, and that John 

Mark worked with him there. Why might Mark have chosen to record the special note of the 

angel that the women should tell Peter in particular about Jesus’ resurrection? 

 

 

Note – Jesus’ Burial 
The burial of our Lord was a 

hurried yet dignified affair. Since 

burials were not permitted on 

the Sabbath, which began at 

6:00 pm on Friday, and it was 

already past 3:00 pm, there was 

no time to waste. 
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16:9-20 The End? 

As the text note for 16:9–20 shows, these verses do not appear in two early Greek 

manuscripts – Codex Sinaiticus and Codex Vaticanus – and a few other manuscripts of 

translations into other ancient languages. This likely means they were not part of Mark’s 

original composition, which may have used a “suspended” ending that left readers wanting 

to learn more about Jesus and His disciples. The longer ending was perhaps added later to 

satisfy people’s interests and to give a more proper conclusion.  

On the other hand, the copyists of Sinaiticus and 

Vaticanus, which don’t have these verses, may have 

known about verses 9 to 20 because at the place where 

those verses would have occurred in the manuscript, 

Sinaiticus has a blank space long enough to 

accommodate verses 9–20 and in Vaticanus there is a 

page missing. So even with these two manuscripts, the 

omission of those 12 verses is not entirely conclusive.  

On balance when weighing all of the copies currently 

available, the manuscript evidence favors inclusion of 

these verses. Other objections, such as the difference in style and vocabulary, pointed to by 

critics can for the most part be accounted for by the change in subject matter. Hence there 

is really not much doubt that verses 9 to 20 were actually written by Mark.  

  

Note – Snake 

Handling 
Verse 18 does not endorse the 

handling of snakes but makes 

reference to God’s protective 

care of his disciples when they 

were in danger. For an example, 

see Acts 28:3-5. 
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Markan Sandwiches 

When reading the Gospel of Mark, have you ever found that he interrupted himself mid-

story to tell a different one? If so, you have tasted what’s known as a Markan Sandwich, also 

known as intercalation or chiasm. 

Key to understanding the chiastic (sandwich) structure is to notice that the meaning is the 

meat in the center of the sandwich wrapped in the bread of the account on either side. One 

purpose of this structure is to draw the reader (or listener) into peeling back the layers of 

story to get to the core lesson. Authors often use the contrast between the bread and the 

meat to draw out some important distinction. 

Here are some examples of the Markan Sandwiches:  

Sandwich #1 

Bread: Healing of Paralytic 2:1-5a 

Meat: Authority to Forgive Sin 2:5b-10a 

Bread: Healing of the Paralytic 2:10b-12 

Toothpick: “he says to the paralytic” 2:5b & “he says to the paralytic” 2:10b 

Sandwich #2 

Bread: Withered Hand Miracle 3:1-3a 

Meat: Sabbath Controversy 3:4-5a 

Bread: Withered Hand Miracle 3:5b-6 

Toothpick: “he says to the man” 3:3 & “he says to the man” 3:5 

Sandwich #3 

Bread: Rejection by Jesus’ Family 3:20-21 

Meat: Rejection by Jewish Leaders 3:22-30 

Bread: Rejection by Jesus’ Family 3:31-35 

Toothpick: “his family went” 3:21 & “his mother…went” 3:31 
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Sandwich #4 

Bread: Jairus’ Daughter 5:21-24a 

Meat: Issue of Blood 5:22-30 

Bread: Jairus’ Daughter 5:35-43 

Toothpick: “the girl is twelve years old” 5:42 & “the woman has been ill twelve years” 5:25 

Sandwich #5 

Bread: Sending Out the Twelve 6:6b-13 

Meat: Death of John the Baptizer 6:14-29 

Bread: Sending Out the Twelve 6:30-31 

Toothpick: “he instructed them” 6:8 & “the apostles instructed him” 6:30 

Sandwich #6 

Bread: Unwashed Hands 7:1-5 

Meat: Corban Controversy 7:6-13 

Bread: Unwashed Hands 7:14-23 

Toothpick: “defile” 7:2 & “defile” 7:15 

Sandwich #7 

Bread: Blessing Children 9:36-50 

Meat: Teaching on Divorce 10:1-12 

Bread: Blessing Children 10:13-16 

Toothpick: “child” 9:36 & “children” 10:13 

Sandwich #8 

Bread: Cursing of the Fig Tree 11:12-14 

Meat: Cleansing of the Temple 11:15-19 

Bread: Cursing of the Fig Tree 11:20-25 

Toothpick: “fig tree in leaf” 11:13 & “fig tree withered” 11:20 
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Sandwich #9 

Bread: False Christs 13:5-6 

Meat: Jerusalem/Temple Destroyed 13:7-20 

Bread: False Christs 13:21-23 

Toothpick: “will lead astray” 13:6 & “to lead astray” 13:22 

Sandwich #10 

Bread: Plot to Kill Jesus 14:1-2 

Meat: Anointing at Bethany 14:3-9 

Bread: Plot to Kill Jesus 14:10-11 

Toothpick: “were seeking to kill” 14:1 & “was seeking to betray” 14:11 

Sandwich #11 

Bread: Peter’s Denial 14:53-54 

Meat: Jesus’ Trial 14:55-65 

Bread: Peter’s Denial 14:66-72 

Toothpick: “Peter had followed” 14:53 & “Peter was below” 14:66 

Sandwich #12 

Bread: Women 15:40-41 

Meat: Burial of Jesus 15:42-46 

Bread: Women 15:47-16:1 

Toothpick: “Mary Magdalene” 15:40 & “Mary Magdalene” 16:1 

 

As an interesting exercise, find the parallel passages in Matthew and Luke and see if the 

Markan Sandwich has been preserved, or separated. One example would be comparing Mark 

and Matthew’s account of Jesus cursing the fig tree.  
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